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If, then, the modern theologian con- 
fesses, as he must, that in respect to 
Jesus' relation to them he has no ready- 
made panacea to give out offhandedly 
to men, no fixed formulas for thought 
and will for the want of which men are 
going astray and missing the secret of 
life, that is because he has a higher esti- 
mate of Jesus than his predecessors. 



He is more truly a man of faith. To 
him the method of approach to Jesus is 
of greater account than the doctrinal 
"conclusions " one may reach. For true 
life is never static but always progressive. 
His attitude is one of humble inquiry 
for something more in Jesus than the 
world has yet seen and of assured trust 
that the quest cannot be in vain. 
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How easy it is to praise or damn a movement by labeling it! Professor Buckham 
helps us to see certain differences which we really ought to see. There is a widespread 
difference of opinion as to just what course of action in international affairs is 
thoroughly Christian, but among Christians there should be no question as to the 
determination to be followers of Jesus Christ. If the church can produce the sacrificial 
social-mindedness which he possessed, it can very well trust experts in foreign affairs 
to devise ways in which such an attitude of mind can be expressed. But it is useless 
to talk about peace before we have a peaceable people. 



It is a common blunder — especially 
misleading just now — as well as a deep 
injustice to Christianity, to confuse its 
virile spirit with non-resistance. Neither 
Jesus nor his apostles taught any such 
weak and spineless doctrine. The words 
"Resist not evil" should be understood 
in the light of those that follow. There 
is all the difference in the world between 
taking a blow upon one cheek and turn- 
ing the other also. To turn the other 
cheek is to turn the tables on the smiter 
and vanquish him by revealing him to 
himself. Turning the other cheek is 
both strategy and victory. Submitting 
to a blow is a negative attitude; turning 



the other cheek is positive. It declares, 
indubitably, a principle and a policy. 
Such conduct disarms an assailant. It 
knocks his weapon from his hand by 
paralyzing it, so to speak. It lets him 
know that you know just what a fool he 
is making of himself and are sorry for 
him. Moreover, it gives him a chance 
to recover his sanity and self-control, 
not by preaching at him, but by chal- 
lenging his better selfhood. 

This conduct is the coolest kind of 
courage as well as the most masterful 
courtesy. It shows that the citadel and 
fortress of one's selfhood are impreg- 
nable. The man who turns the other 
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cheek virtually says, "Yes, I am willing 
to fight, but I will choose my own field 
and my own weapons; they shall be 
moral; with them I will overcome both 
myself and you." And thus what 
started in misunderstanding may end 
in understanding; what began in strife 
may end in friendship. 

Jesus is not delivering a series of 
pious extravagances here; he is teaching 
a rational philosophy of life. If the 
attack be legal, instead of physical, the 
same tactics are advised. Give him 
who sues thee at the law for thy coat 
thy cloak also. Ten to one he'll give 
them both back, but never mind if he 
doesn't — you will have won the real 
case, and in his heart of hearts he will 
know it. The appeal to his manhood 
may be lost for the time being, but in the 
end it will be felt as a searching flame. 

Is this a counsel for individuals only ? 
If it be right for individuals it must be 
also for nations. There should be no 
"double standard in regard to fighting," 
to use Professor Stratton's phrase. 
That is the conclusion to which men are 
slowly but surely coming. Our children 
sometimes see straighter than we do in 
this matter. The five-year-old son of 
a university professor, having been 
shown a picture of a wounded French 
soldier and a wounded German soldier, 
asked how they came to be hurt, and 
upon being told, exclaimed: "Why 
don't they learn to shoot straight, so 
they won't hit each other/" Is our out- 
worn philosophy of war as good as that ? 

Jesus did not advocate this virile 
spirit and conduct in words only. He 
carried it out straight and clean to the 
end in his own life. It led him to Cal- 
vary, where he seemed to suffer defeat 



but where he won such a victory as 
has made the cross the accepted symbol 
of moral triumph in all the centuries 
since. 

This spirit of victory through the 
invincible might of love and good-will 
his disciples caught from him. It is 
reflected throughout the New Testa- 
ment. "Be not overcome of evil," cries 
Paul, "but overcome evil with good." 
There was not much of the tame inaction 
of non-resistance in this ardent soldier 
of the cross! His was a creed rather of 
resistance — resistance of evil by means 
of the greater power of good. 

Here lies the secret of that most 
amazing conquest in history, the triumph 
of Christianity over the Roman Empire. 
On the one side a few empty-handed 
Christians, on the other a colossal world- 
power bending all its mighty energies to 
crush them. Today the wild beasts, 
the ax, the flame; tomorrow the Em- 
peror a convert and the Roman eagles 
bearing the cross. 

But the temptation of temporal 
power proved too great for the church. 
Then came the tragedy of the alliance 
of church and state; an armed Christen- 
dom; a kingdom of this world; and a 
long succession of "Christian" wars, 
culminating in the Great War. And 
even with this awful scourge bearing the 
truth in upon us with fearful effect we 
Christians will not learn. A few non- 
combatants advocate non-resistance, and 
the majority go on in the world-tradition 
that war is necessary. It is due — is it 
not ? — largely to a tragic failure to un- 
derstand the very nature of our faith, 
its real power and its real method. 

Those who fail to rely upon the 
"whole armor of God" and the sword 
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of the spirit and resort to fortresses and 
guns are the really "timid souls," who 
put their faith in "reeking tube and 
iron shard" rather than in the moral 
forces which possess the real power. 
The stars in their courses do not fight 
for those who have more faith in their 
equipment than in their cause. 

Christianity is essentially and in- 
vincibly militant; but it is intrinsically 
and irrevocably anti-militaristic. Its 
militancy is of the spirit. Its "ancient 
foe" is evil in all its forms, including 
war. Evil it is bound to resist and will 
resist until it either overcomes or is 
overcome. There is no truce with the 
real Adam Zad, whether it take the 
form of Venus or Mars. The Christian 
spirit is well expressed in the title of 
Dr. Gulick's recent book, The Fight 
for Peace. That is the real battle — to 
overcome the carnal mind by the mind 
of the spirit. This conquest calls for 
a courage beside which physical courage, 
fine as it is, pales. 

"The terrible meek" — it is an arrest- 
ing phrase, full of prophetic significance. 
The meek are terrible when they wake to 
the might of meekness, and go forth, not 
as cowed and hopeless non-resistants, 
but erect and irresistible, an army of 
righteousness "fair as the sun, glo- 
rious as the moon, and terrible as an 
army with banners," armed only with the 
invincible weapons of justice and love. 



A certain beloved but belligerent 
American has warned the pacificists 
against their pacifism, lest they 
"Chinafy" America. It is a most un- 
fortunate and ill-chosen example, as a 
well-known clergyman has pointed out. 
Where now are the empires of war — 
Assyria, Babylon, Troy, Carthage, Rome, 
Napoleonic France? China has out- 
lived them all and bids fair to outlive 
any other empire based on force. Not 
that China is the best example of a 
kingdom of peace. The kingdom of true 
peace, the republic of the Spirit, is yet 
to come. 

Is it not time that the nations at 
war had done with talking of "crushing" 
each other? The only way really to 
crush any high-spirited nation is to 
crush her with a power that upraises 
too — the spirit of Christ. Let such a 
people once begin to see how they have 
wronged God, humanity, and them- 
selves by the resort to war, and the 
spirit of hatred and conquest will fall 
dead within them, revealed in its true 
character by the light of conscience and 
reason and smitten by the divine hand 
of love. 

This is the hour for the church to 
hold fast and herald far the divinely 
wise, courageous, and victorious creed 
of her Lord — not "non-resistance," but 
the overcoming might of love and good- 
will. 



